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Students awarded, Levingston performs at honors convocation
ISABELLA CARUSO

igcaruso@go.olemiss.edu

The Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College held its
spring convocation Tuesday
night. The ceremony recognized the senior students of the
honors college and rewarded
two students with the Barksdale Award.
Honors college Dean Douglass Sullivan-González said the
award allows students to grow
academically.
“Our Barksdale Award is
all about dreaming,” Sullivan-González said.
Kate Lindsay, senior accountancy major and Joe Bell, senior international studies major were both recipients of the
Barksdale award.
Sullivan-González said Lindsay will study the design and
rehearsal process of deaf theater productions on her travels
to Los Angeles, Washington
and New York City. She intends
to work on bridging the cultural divide between the deaf and
hearing worlds.
Sullivan-González said Bell
will travel to Colorado to perform an ethnographic study.He
will record cultures all along
the margins and talk to men
whose lifestyles are becoming

threatened by a changing globalized world.
As a part of the Barksdale
Award, Lindsay and Bell will
each receive $5,000 to put toward their studies.
The event was led by the
Chancellor’s
Artist-In-Residence Bruce Levingston. Levingston is a world-renowned
concert pianist as well as the
founder and director of the
music foundation, Premiere
Commission, Inc.
Levingston opened the evening with a live performance.
After the piece, he revealed
what he was going to do for the
remainder of the night.
“What I can do is take you
through some of the history of
music and how it’s been used in
film,” Levingston said.
Levingston performed Philip Glass’ “Dracula Suite” while
the audience watched the Universal film “Dracula.”
Daniel Nuxoll, director of
Rooftop Films, helped in assisting Levingston in discussing the film scoring process,
while explaining the important
relationship between music
and film.
Benh Zeitlin showed several clips of his film, “Beasts
of the Southern Wild,” which
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(From left to right) Artist-In-Residence Bruce Levingsto and special guests Benh Zeitlin and Daniel Nuxoll are applauded after the
Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College Spring Convocation Tuesday.
he directed. Zeitlin’s film was
awarded the Caméra d’Or, or
Golden Camera, at the Cannes
Film Festival and received four
Academy Award nominations

at the 85th Academy Awards in
2013.
The evening concluded with
a short question-and-answer
session with a student in the

audience asking Levingston
what motivates him in music.
“It’s just fun,” Levingston
said. “It’s a lot of work, but it is
so much fun.”

CrossFit continues to increase in popularity in Oxford
KARSON BRANDENBURG
knbrande@go.olemiss.edu

Rule one of CrossFit: Always
talk about CrossFit. So, let’s talk
about CrossFit.
The American College of Sports
Medicine listed functional fitness
as one of the top 10 fitness trends
for 2015, and CrossFit boasts
high-intensity functional fitness
for all age groups.
Since 2005, CrossFit-affiliated gyms have grown from 13 to a
whopping 7,000.
Two of those can be found here
in Oxford: CrossFit 38655 and
Oxford CrossFit.
The CrossFit “cult,” as it is often
referred to by both those who do
it and those who don’t, measures
fitness by increased work-capacity across broad times and modal
domains.
For those who don’t speak fitness, CrossFit 38655 manager
Hayley Gregory explained it further.
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Members at CrossFit 38655 workout Tuesday.
“You’re basically trying to do
constantly changing workouts so
that the body is allowed to be constantly changing and constantly
improving,” she said. “We really try to be careful about looking
at the goals of the individual and

then letting CrossFit meet them
wherever that is.”
Those goals are so important at
CrossFit 38655 that the members
cover an entire wall: checklists of
long-term fitness goals from “do a
one-handed pull-up” to “exercise

all 40 weeks of my pregnancy.”
However, some question how
the execution of CrossFit differs
from any other fitness regimen.
Jeremy Loenneke, an assistant
professor in the exercise science
department at The University of

Mississippi, expressed his uncertainty about CrossFit’s idea of
functional fitness.
“I think it’s probably functional
to be doing any type of fitness,”
he said. “I think being stronger
is usually functional in itself. I
also don’t know how many times
you’re Olympic lifting during daily
activities.”
Oxford CrossFit owner, Brady
Williamson, claims Olympic lifting is only a small part of the bigger picture.
“Some of the things we do that
may seem less functional—like
climbing a rope—but it strengthens everything from your fingers
to your toes and your spine,” he
said. “But all of the exercises we
do are going to help you in the rest
of your life, whether it’s carrying
around a baby or just doing work
around the house.”
Gregory admitted that, at one
point, even she doubted CrossFit’s

SEE CROSSFIT PAGE 4
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The night Yeezus saved me
JARED BOYD

jlboyd3@go.olemiss.edu

Storming up onto the stage,
while the 57th Annual Grammy Awards’ “Album of the Year”
went to rock luminary Beck,
Kanye West set off conversation
around the United States. While
many debates circle around the
morality of his perpetual antics,
dating back to his “George Bush
doesn’t care about black people”
telethon outburst in 2005, some
fans and critics have honed in on
the motives behind this particular stunt.
West approached the mic in
the same manner that he once
infamously had to interrupt Taylor Swift’s 2009 MTV Video Music Awards “Best Female Video”
acceptance speech. This time,
however, he appeared to think
better, before turning around and
retreating back down the steps.
His smile and the laughter of
members of the audience indicated maybe this was a light-hearted
gesture.
Kanye decided to clear up any
confusion regarding his intenTHE DAILY

MISSISSIPPIAN
S. Gale Denley Student
Media Center
201 Bishop Hall,
P.O. Box 1848
University, MS
38677-1848
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tions, stating “When you keep on
diminishing art and not respecting the craft and smacking people
in the face after they deliver monumental feats of music, you’re
disrespectful to inspiration and
we, as musicians, have to inspire
people who go to work every day
and they listen to that Beyoncé
album and they feel like it takes
them to another place.”
Among voices of outrage, rocker Shirley Manson took to her
Facebook to reply to West, “You
disrespect your own remarkable
talents and more importantly you
disrespect the talent, hard work
and tenacity of all artists when
you go so rudely and savagely
after such an accomplished and
humble artist like (Beck).”
In my opinion, Kanye’s argument and decision to cape
for Beyoncé’s self-titled album,
which features a smorgasbord
of mind-numbingly annoying
girl-power anthems like “Flawless,” is flawed. Although, I have
yet to hear the Beck album in
question, “Morning Phase,” I can
surmise from reviews that it may
not have been as moving as past
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efforts, such as his “Mellow Gold,”
that spawned the genre-defining
single, “Loser.” The biggest detriment to Kanye’s estimation of
Sunday night’s events is that they
promote the idea that Grammys
legitimize artists’ work at all. I
think not.
The same question came up in
the wake of last year’s ceremony
as social media rallied around
Kendrick Lamar’s apparent snub
in the “Best Rap Album” category, in favor of Macklemore &
Ryan Lewis’ “The Heist.” The bigger injustice, though, flew under
the radar. The album that truly
deserved that award was Kanye
West’s “Yeezus.” Unfortunately,
there is no Kanye West to pull a
Kanye West when Kanye West
doesn’t win an award. I’ll take
that responsibility and mirror his
bravery from the many times he
has put his reputation on the line
to defend his own beliefs.
I owe him.
“Yeezus” saved my life.
No, I haven’t gone and joined
the Church of Yeezus (yet). I’m
talking about the night that I was
leaving my friend’s house near

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

downtown Memphis. The air
was humid and the streets were
bustling. Although it was a late
night, downtown was crowded
with cars because the Fourth of
July celebration had begun. I was
attempting to head east to return
home.
I still have a CD player in my
car, and the only disc I had in rotation in summer 2013 was “Yeezus.” I didn’t really notice when
“Yeezus” was playing. I lived
with the album. I would listen
as I drove around my hometown
and to and from work. I absorbed
each of the ten tracks. I banged
on my steering wheel, along
with the deep, aggressive, and
thrusting drums that move the
album along on cuts like “Black
Skinhead” and even the arguably
blasphemous tune, “I Am a God.”
It seemed, as I drove, I was in a
trance.
On this night, I must’ve been in
a deeper daze than usual, because
I took a wrong turn and ended
up on the Memphis & Arkansas
Bridge headed to West Memphis,
Arkansas, a town so bizarre that it

SEE YEEZUS PAGE 3
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YEEZUS

continued from page 2
is hardly ever spoken of by those
of us who live nearby. It’s not unusual at all for me to take wrong
turns. Even though I’m from
Memphis, I’d only been driving
for about a year. Coming home
means getting lost. The thrill
of my newfound independence
turned into foolish pride. Rather
than use my smartphone to find
my way, I discover new routes by
driving around until I find a familiar
street.
Once I got off
the bridge and into
West Memphis, I
couldn’t get back
and return to (regular)
Memphis.
I tried a loop. I
thought it would
get me back on the
bridge to go home,
but ended up leading down a road
that took my 07
Saturn Ion under
the bridge, in grass
that was too tall to
see. It was pitch
black. The only
thing I could make
out was another
vehicle ahead with a Mississippi
license plate and its lights and engine off.
I could tell the car was occupied. There must have been at
least four people inside. I sat idle
in my car, considering whether I
should pull ahead. There wasn’t
much room to move around
them. I couldn’t even make out
where the road was headed. I just
knew I would feel more comfortable if they went first. Suddenly,
I saw the driver-side window roll
down and a hand motion for me
to go first.

So, I pulled in front of them.
Why did I pull in front of them?
The driver immediately started the engine and raced toward
me. The frantic outro of “I’m In
It,” the dancehall-infused banger
that welcomes “Yeezus” listeners to the last half of the album
blared through my car speakers
at full volume. On this night, it
welcomed me to the chase.
I mustered every bit of action
movie hero I had in me. The spirits of the Rock, Jason Statham,
Vin Diesel and Jean Claude van
Damme were working through

in 2012. The list of reported murders in 2013 was 154. Considering the size and population of our
city, there is no wonder why the
Bluff City is known as a murder
capitol across the United States.
My entire life, my family and
I have watched mothers and
fathers talk to television crews
about how their children were
in the “wrong place at the wrong
time,” when they came in harm’s
way. As I drove deeper into the
woods, I cringed at the thought of
my family talking to the nightly
news about me.
As I accelerated,
I looked at my radio. It read “Track
7.” I realized where
my stunt-like instincts came from.
The music that had
scored the higher
points of my summer break was
now serving as the
soundtrack to my
escape. As the music grew in intensity, so did the force
of my foot on the
pedal. My senses
sharpened along
with the sharp,
tense music.
With horns blaring through the
production of West’s “Blood on
the Leaves,” I steered around
corner after corner, until I came
to a rickety hand-bridge fixated
over a small brook. Feeling safe,
I stopped, took a breather, and
thanked God, but also Yeezus, as
a haunting sample of Nina Simone singing the lyrics of Billie
Holiday’s “Strange Fruit” capped
the encounter, with repetitive refrains of “… blood on the leaves.”
I was a long way from home.
Exhausted. Out of my wits, and
shaking. After cautiously backtracking through the woods, I
finally found my way back onto

“Unfortunately,
there is no Kanye
West to pull a Kanye
West when Kanye
West doesn’t win
an award.”
- JARED BOYD
me as I drove further into the
woods, with no one in sight except a man and a woman shooting fireworks.
This situation could have been
benign. Maybe the people inside the car had no intentions of
harming me. They may not have
realized that I was driving like
a bat out of hell to evade them.
They, like me, could have been
lost after taking too many wrong
turns.
But the Metro Memphis area
is a dangerous place. Forbes.com
listed Memphis at number 4 on
its list of most dangerous cities
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Memphis & Arkansas Bridge.
There, I saw the same white sedan that terrified me, pulled over
by West Memphis Police.
I may not have made it here to
write this review had it not been
for Yeezus who watcheth over
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Mississippi, West Virginia
toughest on school immunizations
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — With
rampant diabetes and obesity,
Mississippi and West Virginia have
struggled with health crises. Yet
when it comes to getting children
vaccinated, these states don’t mess
around.
The states, among the poorest
in the country, are the only ones
that refuse to exempt school children from mandatory vaccinations
based on their parents’ personal or
religious beliefs. Separate efforts
to significantly loosen those rules
died in both states’ legislatures last
week.
Mississippi has the highest immunization rate in the country for
children entering kindergarten at
99.7 percent, while West Virginia
is at roughly 96 percent, according
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. The figures cover
vaccines for measles, mumps and
rubella; diphtheria, tetanus and
pertussis; and varicella, or chickenpox.
Public health officials say a 90
percent immunization rate is critical to minimizing the potential for
a disease outbreak.
“Mississippi is not traditionally

viewed as a leader on health issues. But in this area, they should
be proud of the fact that they have
not changed this law. Mississippi
and West Virginia could be role
models for other states,” said Dr.
Mark Schleiss, a pediatrician and
vaccine researcher at the University of Minnesota.
A recent measles outbreak that
has sickened more than 100 people
has brought attention to policies in
48 states that allow parents to opt
out of vaccinating their children
because of their religious beliefs or
personal beliefs, or both.
But in West Virginia and Mississippi the rules are firm: Barring
a significant medical reason, kids
who haven’t been vaccinated can’t
attend school — public or private.
Mississippi lawmakers are considering a proposal to let doctors
grant medical exemptions that
would allow children to skip or delay a vaccination. Currently, only
the state Department of Health
can grant an exemption. Though
all 135 requested exemptions
were granted for this school year,
a group called Mississippi Parents
for Vaccine Rights said the depart-

ment has ignored its concerns that
the state requires too many immunizations too early in life. The activists’ demand for a philosophical
exemption was stripped from the
bill last week.
Dr. Mary Currier, the state
health officer in Mississippi, has
urged legislators not to weaken the
immunization requirements, particularly with measles spreading in
other states.
Mississippi enacted a strong vaccination law in the 1970s. In 1979,
the Mississippi Supreme Court
blocked a father’s request not to
vaccinate his son because of religious beliefs.
Republican Dean Kirby, chairman of the Mississippi Senate
Public Health Committee, said that
when proposals to create a philosophical exemption arose in recent years, he received calls mostly
from one side — those wanting the
change. With the measles outbreak
this year, Kirby said he’s now hearing from parents who want to keep
the law as it is.
“They don’t want their children
going to school with people who
have not had the shots,” Kirby said.

CROSSFIT

continued from page 1
claims.
“I was an athlete in college,
and I had a negative opinion of
(CrossFit),” she said. “It was really me not giving it a shot. At
that point, I thought it was a fad.
Now, I don’t really see an end to
it. Even if it transitions into something else, I don’t think it will ever
die out.”
The reason, according to both
Gregory and Williamson, has a
lot to do with the community aspect of CrossFit.
“Typically fitness is a transient
thing,” Gregory said. “CrossFit
makes it permanent. The community aspect is what keeps
members. A lot of people wouldn’t
push themselves on their own.”
CrossFit 38655 member Tonell
Jones agreed that the community
aspect was a big reason she loves
CrossFit. She also explained why
CrossFit has it and other fitness
regimens don’t.
“We have to go in there and get
broken down, to the point where
we’re almost in tears during some
(Workouts of the Day),” Jones
said. “Seeing someone else struggle like that from the same workout that you are doing makes you
want to cheer for them. Some-

how, encouraging them helps you
continue moving.”
But Jones thinks there is an
even bigger reason CrossFit will
increase in popularity.
“The gender norms it is capable
of destroying is one major reason it will stick around,” she said,
comparing the ability of women
and men to lift weights.
Jones also described how
CrossFit is helping to break down
society’s psychological conditioning of women.
“The most important difference for me was that shift in focus from losing weight to gaining
weight,” she said. “I can’t tell you
how many women in our gym
would constantly speak proudly about how fit their thighs and
their butts were getting.”
While some believe CrossFit’s popularity will fade with its
trendiness, loyal CrossFitters will
continue to use the program as a
method of self-improvement.
“Here, you don’t avoid your
weaknesses,” Williamson said.
“Every time you see a weakness,
you have to focus on it. It gives
you the ability to not be afraid of
anything.”
And, of course, people will continue talking about CrossFit.
“CrossFit
has
completely
changed the way I view myself:
mentally, physically and emotionally,” Jones said.
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Chancellor Jones’ recent test results show no sign of cancer
LACEY RUSSELL

dmeditor@gmail.com

After four months of battling lymphoma, University
of Mississippi Chancellor Dan
Jones’s condition appears to
be improving. His most recent
positron emission tomography, or PET, scan shows no
evidence of cancerous activity.
“I’m very grateful,” Jones
said in a telephone interview
with The Daily Mississippian
on Wednesday. “It is a very
optimistic situation that I’m
in.
Before Jones began chemotherapy, his initial PET scan
showed a widespread pres-

ence of lymphoma in his
abdomen and bone marrow.
He received the encouraging news that the cancerous
masses had absolved about
a month ago after his third
round of chemotherapy
treatment.
The chancellor has one
month of treatment remaining. His goal is to return
to campus by mid- to lateMarch.
“When I first get back, I’ll
probably have some limitations. You know, I got a new
haircut that we’ll all have to
get used to,” he said with a
laugh. “It will take me a little bit of time to regain my
strength to return to my full Chancellor Dan Jones poses for a photo in his office last August.

FILE PHOTO

Applications Available
for Student Media Center
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2015-2016

schedule.”
Jones said being diagnosed
with cancer has been a life
changing, yet humbling experience. He credits the uplifting letters he has received
from colleagues and students
as a crucial part of his healing
process.
“With every challenge in
life comes some positives,” he
said. “This has provided an
unusual opportunity for me
to understand how many people care about me, how many
friends I have and how much
support and encouragement
and prayers have been offered
on my behalf. It’s humbling to
go through that experience.”
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Book Review:
‘The Last Days of California’
ALEX MARTIN

amartin9195@gmail.com

When I first heard about
Mary Miller’s debut novel
“The Last Days of California,”
which centers around the
Metcalf family’s road trip to
— you guessed it — California,
I was expecting something
along the overplayed lines of
“family drives each other crazy but loves each other more
by the time they arrive.” Instead, in this novel, the family
never quite reaches their destination.
Eyes usually roll at the
phrase, “Life is about the journey, not the destination,” but
in the writing and storytelling
skill Miller bestows upon this
tale, the journey is truly fulfilling in and of itself.
Though this road trip features cheap roadside motels
and copious amounts of fast
food, it is not quite a vacation.
Told from the point of view of
14-year-old Jess Metcalf, the
novel relays the tale of a family headed to California not for
family fun, but to be the first
people to see the rapture and
end of the world. Jess’s father,
John, a gambling addict who
recently lost yet another job,
insists that their family must
be among the first to see it
happen - inciting a trip across
three time zones to California.
For narrating a book whose
premise rests upon the end of
the world, Jess worries noticeably little about the apocalypse. As any typical teenager would, her thoughts focus
more on Elise, her beautiful,
rebellious and secretly pregnant older sister, and on the
boys that the two of them

meet at various points in the
trip. Romantic involvement
ensues, which both enchants
and confounds Jess and
spawns heartbreaking commentary on her own weight
and appearance. Jess constantly compares herself to
the other women in the novel,
from her older sister the waitress at Waffle House, picking
at their flaws and wondering
about their pasts.
Seeking validation, she
goes along, at times, with
her father’s vague ideas but
is confused by his extremism and occasional hypocrisy. While Jess wants to obey
her parents, she wonders if
everything her dad insists to
be true actually is and struggles to line up her own views
of faith with her father’s. It
does not make sense to her,
for example, why the family is
staying in cheap hotels if her
father will never have to pay
off the credit card bill.
At the same time, she displays a deep love for her
family and a longing to connect with them - even when
tensions are high from being
trapped together in a car for
four days. Jess is likewise
trapped somewhere between
being a child and an adult,
from believing everything she
is told to deciding her beliefs
for herself.
Miller does an excellent
job of exploring this continuum as well as providing an
interesting commentary on
faith and on “growing up” in
today’s world. Maybe this is
a spoiler, but the “last days”
never come. What does is a
poignant and hilarious portrayal of modern society and

adolescence.
Miller’s
prose
alone would make
this a worthwhile
read; her wit and
fresh
observations
make it a fun one. At
times heartbreaking
and a bit angsty, the
novel is incredibly
relatable, especially
considering its focus
is on an event that
sounds more than a
bit extreme to most
readers. Much of this
relatability
stems
from Jess’s aforementioned struggles
with family, faith,
self-image and relationships, which are
raw and honest and
sometimes hilarious.
Through these eyes,
the novel surveys the
modern
American
South with precision
and humor.
If you are or have
ever been a teenager,
you’ll relate to Jess.
Mary Miller will
be reading an excerpt from her “The
Last Days of California” during Thacker
Mountain Radio at 6
p.m. Thursday at Off
Square Books.

COURTESY: BOOKS.WWNORTON.COM

NOW LEASING!

1 BR-$570 2 BR-$725
Ask about our fully furnished special!

Call 234-1550

1 mile to campus • Peaceful complex
2400 Anderson Road, Oxford MS 38655

www.pinegroveoxford.com

36174

662.234.5333 • 1006 Van Buren Ave. • Box Office Hours Wed-Fri 12-5

TONIGHT

Patton
Oswalt
36171

TOMORROW NIGHT

Drew Holcomb
and The Neighbors with
Angaleena Presley

SATURDAY NIGHT
Jon Pardi

31718
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Patton Oswalt to sign ‘Silver Screen Fiend,’ perform

1

Sudoku #6
5 8 4 7
1 2 7 5
3 9 6 4
7 4 3 9
8 6 5 1
2 1 9 3
6 7 2 8
5 8 6
9

2
6
4
7
3

3 6
6 4
1 5
8 1
2 3
5 8
4 9
7 2

4

3

5

1

6

4

2 1
9 3
8 7
5 2
7 9

Sudoku #4
4 5 1 8
8 7 6 3
9 2 3 4
5 1 4 9
6 8 9 2
2 3 7 5
1 4 5 7
3 9 8 6
6 2 1
7

8
9

3
2

2 3 9 7
9 4 2 1
7 8 5 6
6 7 3 2
3 5 1 4
1 6 8 9
8 2 6 3
4 1 7 5
8
5

9

4

9
4

Complete the grid so that
every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.

7
8

1
5

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Sudoku #2
3 8 7 1 9 5
5 2 9 4 6 3
4 1 6 2 7 8
9 5 2 7 8 1
7 3 1 5 4 6
6 4 8 9 3 2
2 9 3 8 1 4
8 6 4 3 5 7
6 2 9
7

5

4 8
9

2

3

1

1 7 8
5 3 9
3 6 4
8 9 2
7 1 5
6 5 7
2

4

6

doku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 12

The 30-minute show is the
ONLY LOCAL television newscast
generating news directly to and for
If you use logic you 5
canp.m.
solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Ole Miss, Oxford, and Lafayette
Monday through Friday
Need a little help? The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
County.
Use it to identifyChannel
the next square
you should solve. Or use the answers page
99
Rebroadcast at 10 p.m.
if you really get stuck.
Weekdays 5 pm

1

EASY

6

36154

6 8

7

NewsWatch

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

9

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

5

1

2 4 6
1
7 8
3
7
6
3
5
6
9
4
2
9
8 1
4
7 9 2 1
1 7 5
3

HOW TO PLAY
Broken Mirror Law: Everyone breaks more than the seven-year bad luck
allotment to cover rotten luck throughout an entire lifetime.
-- Rozanne Weissman

3
5 2 9 4

2

6

Puzzles by KrazyDad

1

7

SUDOKU©

COURTESY: SQUAREBOOKS.COM

ing been involved with comedy
here for a while, I have come
across a lot of talent that big
shows like the one on Wednesday will surely help bring to
light.”

Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 12

Sudoku #2

3

3

9

6

4

walt’s performance will lead
to plenty of big-name comedy
performances in this area that
will get everyone to admire the
art here in a way that has yet to
be realized,” King said. “Hav-

4

8

7

5

9

236-3030

5

4

Pan Pizza extra, Min. Delivery $7.99

2

topping

OPEN LATE

2 4
9 5
8 3
1 2
3 6
7 1
4 8

1

OrdEr ONLiNE
www.dOmiNOs.cOm

Sudoku #8
2 4 5 8 1 7
8 6 9 2 4 3
7 1 3 5 9 6
4 3 2 7 8 1
5 9 1 6 2 4
6 8 7 3 5 9
9 2 4 1 7 8
3 5 8 4 6 2
9 3 5

wilD
wednesdaY
MediuM
$ 99
1

6

This week, Oxford will welcome comedian Patton Oswalt
for appearances at both Off
Square Books and The Lyric Oxford. Oswalt is famously known for his writing for
MADtv, his roles in a wide
array of movies (Disney’s “Ratatouille,” the dreamy “Young
Adults”) and for his more recent guest appearances on new
popular shows such as “Agents
of S.H.I.E.L.D.” and “BoJack
Horseman.”
Oswalt will be speaking about
his new book, “Silver Screen
Fiend,” at 5 p.m. tonight at Off
Square Books. Only his second
book, “Silver Screen Fiend” is a
memoir that explores Oswalt’s
early addiction to motion pictures.
“It’s a personal memoir of
film from a lifelong movie lover,” said Lyn Roberts, general

show promises to
draw a crowd. Only
a few tickets remain available on
The Lyric Oxford’s
website.
“It’s an incredibly exciting event
and beyond promising for the Oxford
comedy
scene,”
said James King,
a member of local
comedy group Laff
Co. “Patton Oswalt is one of the
best comics in the
game, and to have
him come here is
simply mind-blowing.”
King said Oswalt’s
particular
brand of comedy is
specifically apt to
Oxford.
“Having
said
that, I think that
Oxford is a perfect
place for him to
do a show,” King
said. “He is a clearly well-read comic
who does a good
deal of literary humor. Naturally, the
artistic prestige of
this area is sure to
lend itself to an insightful discussion
at Square Books
and killer show at
The Lyric.”
Oswalt, as a big
name in the comedy game, is
providing two exciting and
very different opportunities to
the Oxford community.
“I am confident that Os-

7

sebaker@go.olemiss.edu

manager of Square Books. “He
and Jack (Pendarvis) will be
talking about that.”
The event will begin with a
Q&A conversation between
Oswalt and Pendarvis, an Oxford citizen known for his work
writing for the popular television show “Adventure Time.”
The interview and signing
are likely to draw big crowds
to the store, as the event is free
and open to the public.
“We’re reserving seating for
people who buy the book in advance, but the event is free for
everyone,” Roberts said.
Outside of reserved seating,
however, the Square Books
seating will be on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Following the signing, Oswalt has a second event at
7 p.m at The Lyric Oxford:
a stand up comedy routine.
With a style that has landed
him standup shows on HBO
and Comedy Central, Oswalt’s

1

SARA E. BAKER
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A strong turnaround for Ole Miss men’s basketball
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE

bsrippee@go.olemiss.edu

On Dec. 13, Ole Miss
dropped an 81-74 contest to
Western Kentucky, a game in
which the Rebels gave up 49
second half points, blowing a
13 point half time lead. They
fell to an abysmal 2-3 record
at home. A team seemingly at
a loss for consistency was desperately trying to find its way
with a number of new faces
playing together.
Fast forward two months
later and you might not recognize the team that took the
floor that night. An Ole Miss
squad on a winning streak is
coming off an extremely tough
86-79 road win at Auburn in
front of a sell-out crowd. In an
unbelievably physical game,
the Rebels stood tall in a hostile environment and matched
the physicality of a tough Auburn team.
The win makes it easy for me
to say that this team has grown
up. They have found their way
and meshed together into a
NCAA
tournament-caliber
team.
This team plays extremely hard and possesses more
fight and toughness than most
thought this bunch had. They
are now 16-7 and for the moment have, seemingly, slid out
of the bubble and sit inside the
field of 68, according to many
experts.
Though controlling the theatrics of Marshall Henderson
wasn’t exactly a walk in the
park, I believe this has been
Andy Kennedy’s best coaching
job. He has gotten the most out
of a team that is very diverse in
the skill sets they possess. He
has put players in the right position and wisely used a deep
bench to aid in the current
success the team is having.
It is remarkable how much
better this team is now than it
was in November and December. Andy Kennedy deserves a

FILE PHOTOS: LOGAN KIRKLAND

(Top) M.J. Rhett dunks during a game last week against Texas A&M. (Bottom) Martavious Newby dribbles past a defender in the
game against Texas A&M.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance.
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in
session except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503

Read the DM.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
3BR/3.5BA MAGNOLIA GROVE New
House / granite tops / stainless appliances / Walk in Closets $500Bed
(662)202-2569

WEEKEND RENTALS Football, Graduation, exploring Oxford, weddings, you
name it! (662)801-6692

PART-TIME

tremendous amount of credit
for this team’s improvement.
With that being said, I
strongly encourage all Rebel
fans to raise the support for
this team. This Rebel team deserves much more than to play
in front of a half-filled gym at
home games. They have turned
the corner and have become a
legitimate NCAA tournament
team, and they deserve the
support of one. Stuck in the
middle of the social events that
football and baseball games
have become, the basketball
team is often overlooked by
Rebel Nation.
I, like most fans, appreciate when a team has a great
amount of hustle and toughness. Watching the toughness and fight the Rebels gave
during the Auburn game Saturday night made it hard not
to be proud that those guys
play for our school.
I understand the need for a
new arena. I also understand
the excitement the new arena will create when it is ready
next fall. But at the same time,
fans should not miss out on
the success this team is having
right now.
The Rebels have much work
to do before punching their
ticket to the big dance: road
games at Florida, Mississippi
State, LSU and Alabama accompanied by home games
against Tennessee, Arkansas
and Georgia will not be an easy
task.
Ole Miss remains on the
road Thursday night in primetime action at 6 p.m. on ESPN
against a Florida team that
just gave Kentucky all it could
handle. They return home Saturday night to take on an Arkansas team that remains the
Rebels’ best win of the season
after beating them on the road
earlier this year.
I strongly encourage all of
Rebel Nation to get on board
and help support this team on
its journey to the post-season.

STUDENTS EARN EXTRA CASH!
Centerplate is now hiring concession
help for the 2015 Baseball Season.
Email george.middaugh@centerplate.
com for more information.

HOUSE FOR RENT
3BEDROOMS NOW
LEASING!

Saddle Creek/ Shiloh/ Willow Oaks/
Davis Springs $1200mo/ $400pp. Pet
Friendly, New Paint/ trim/ carpet-1/4
mile to Campus/ Pics/ FriendUs @facebook.com/ oxford.rentals1 662-2780774
GREAT
LOCATION
AVAILABLE
NOW 3/4 bdrm, remodeled 2009. Call
(662)801-7833.

WEEKEND RENTAL

Share the DM.

Information Technology Technician Needed
The U.S. District Court for the Northen District
of Mississippi is seeking applications
Position provides automation support to all areas of Court. Station is located in
Oxford, MS. Some travel will be required.

Apply By February 23
Descripition of duties, qualifications, and application
procedures are online at:

www.msnd.uscourts.gov

Recycle the DM.

31715

• REduce
• REuse
• REcycle
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Baseball head coach Mike Bianco talks 2015 season
DYLAN RUBINO

thedmsports@gmail.com

FILE PHOTO

Baseball head coach Mike Bianco yells to the team in a game last season.
Orvis, sophomore shortstop
Errol Robinson, sophomore
outfielder J.B. Woodman, senior catcher Austin Knight
and sophomore infielder Colby Bortles.
There are also a lot of new
faces that will be playing big
roles on this year’s team, and
Bianco is looking forward to
the mix of veterans and new
guys on the team.
“When I look around, I see
a lot of good things,” Bianco
said. “I am also excited to see
some of the new guys step up
out on the field for the first

31720

With the 2015 season starting Friday, Ole Miss baseball
head coach Mike Bianco met
with the media Monday to discuss and preview the upcoming 2015 campaign.
The 2014 season was the
most successful in the program’s history. The Rebels
won the SEC West division
with a 47-19 overall record,
going 19-11 in conference play.
They defeated Jacksonville
State, Washington and number one seed Louisiana-Lafayette in the NCAA tournament
to reach the College World
Series for the first time since
1972. The Rebels made the final four but lost to Virginia
twice, which knocked them out
of the CWS.
The Rebels are ranked 18th
in the preseason USA Today
poll following a very successful
2014 campaign. There is a lot
to look forward to this season,
and Bianco is looking forward
to getting started, as expected.
“Like every year for our club,
we are excited. It seems like a
long time for us,” Bianco said.
“We have been out on the field
since late August practicing,
playing intrasquad games
and playing ourselves. We are
ready to play someone in a
different uniform. I know the
guys on the team are excited,
as I am.”
One big change from last
year to this year is the addition
of Mike Clement as the new
hitting coach after the departure of Cliff Godwin, who took
the head coaching job at East
Carolina. Bianco called Clement a great coach, teacher and
recruiter.
A lot of familiar faces return to the lineup from the
CWS team of 2014, including
senior first baseman Sikes

time and contribute. I am also
excited to see some of the returners play themselves into
some bigger roles for us.”
One of the bigger roles includes Colby Bortles, who
makes the move from the outfield to starting at third base
this season. Bianco touched on
the move for Bortles and what
to expect from him in the middle of the lineup.
“He has been terrific. Colby has really handled it well
during the fall and early
spring,” Bianco said. “Colby
is a guy that is much like you
saw at the end of the season.
I really believe he is going to
be a force in the middle of the
lineup.”
The biggest addition to the
lineup this season will be

freshman Tate Blackman, who
is slated to start at second
base for the Rebels on opening
day. The D1 Baseball Preseason SEC freshman of the year
and Altamonte, Florida native
will play alongside sophomore shortstop Errol Robinson, joining a talented infield
including Orvis and Bortles.
Bianco talked of the potential
that Blackman has.
“We saw a kid that didn’t
play like a freshman, not just
with his ability but the way he
carries himself,” Bianco said.
“Tate looks like the guy that
is most ready to play. He is an
outstanding hitter, runs well
and is a good defender.”
The Rebels return two starting pitchers to an already
strong pitching staff includ-

31711

ing junior Christian Trent
and senior Sam Smith. Sophomore Brady Bramlett will be
the third starting pitcher in
the rotation in the series this
weekend. Bramlett appeared
in eight games in 2013 and
missed the entire 2014 season
with a season-ending labrum
injury.
Bramlett
returns
fully
healthy this season, and Bianco has high expectations for
the sophomore.
“Brady had a really good
fall. Once we got back, his
three starts were probably better than any of the starters,”
Bianco said. “He was pretty
spotless here this January and
early February. We are excited. He is a guy that when we
recruited him a couple of years
ago, we knew would have a big
time fastball. His sliders keep
coming and he has improved
his change-up. We really think
he is going to have a big year.”
Bianco touched on some of
the players the program has
lost from last year’s team, including catcher Will Allen and
infielders Austin Anderson
and Austin Bousfield. Bianco is high on his younger and
had some strong words for the
group that have big shoes to
fill.
“We are going to need some
of the young guys like Tate
Blackman and (Kyle) Watson
to step up and have great years
like J.B. and Errol did,” Bianco said. “We need them to contribute and have big roles like
the younger guys last year.”

